the full unedited version of Stewart Harris’s Foreword to Bunji has remained out of sight to the reading public and historians, apart from photocopies circulating and the original deposited with the Stewart Harris papers in the National Library. As a result, this is the first time such a valuable primary resource has been made available in digital format and hopefully as a published text.

Introduction by Dr Bill Day 2012

In 1991, while living in Perth, Western Australia, six years after leaving Darwin, I began to write the history that was to be titled, Bunji: a story of the Daraniki Movement. Although by 1990 I had resolved to record my involvement in the Aboriginal land rights movement between 1971 and 1985, to write a book would require returning to the North to access the boxes of records I had deposited in the Northern Territory Archives. Therefore, my plans had been put on hold indefinitely. 
After my father died in late 1990, when sorting through his papers I was pleasantly surprised to discover he had saved every newspaper cutting, pamphlet, flyer, newsletter and important items of correspondence that I had mailed home from Darwin since 1969. Indeed, I believe it was Dad’s intention that some time in the future, these resources would be the basis for a book. 
Any additional material I needed was available in various university libraries, because I had been meticulous in mailing the 64 issues of the newsletter Bunji to southern subscribers and libraries. In fact when I enquired at one such subscriber, the Murdoch University Library, the then librarian, Grant Stone, astounded me by his response. “What happened to Fred Fogarty?” was his quick-fire reply to my query.
Once the gaps in my father’s material had been supplemented by missing copies of the newsletters that we published from 1971 to 1985, the task of writing began and the words poured out in an inspired frenzy. The entire book was written by hand in a few months and the finished text pasted together in one long scroll, with every scrap of the cut rejected sections of text saved in a box for the archives. I then had to pay a typist or ask friends to enter the handwritten text into a computer, about which I was at the time completely ignorant.

Once the writing was done, I began to consider who could write a foreword to give the book the authority needed by a first-time author. Stewart Harris immediately came to mind, as a published author and old friend, although I had not heard from him for years. 

A check through telephone directories soon led me to the number of his home in Braidwood, and without much persuasion, he kindly agreed to read my manuscript.

My involvement with Stewart had begun in 1973, when he met my friend Fred Fogarty at the Aboriginal Embassy in Canberra when Fred was manning the tent between court appearances in Darwin. Later, Stewart was to visit Fred and I several times in Darwin. He also wrote to both of us fairly often, although we both found it extremely difficult to read his scrawled hand writing. In 1974, the correspondence continued when Fred was incarcerated in Fannie Bay Gaol. Many of these letters are preserved in both the Northern Territory Archives and the National Library of Australia.
Although I believed that Stewart Harris would be an ideal person to write the foreword to my book, I was unaware that as a working journalist he had kept such a thorough and thoughtful diary of his visits to Darwin and his impressions of people he met. The immediacy of his reflections, written each day was exactly in keeping with the intentions of my text, that the book should not be a revisionary record, and thus likely lose the mood of the times, but remain fresh, ‘as it happened’. For this reason, I had quoted as often as possible, the contemporary words from the newsletter, Bunji, as they appeared in newsletters of the 70s and 80s. 

Pleased as I was to receive the 30-page text from Stewart, it became apparent that the foreword he had written for me contained such detail as to remove any suspense from the story being told in the body of the book. After reading the unedited foreword, the reader would have a fair idea how the story ended. In fact, the foreword made a publishable account in itself, as I am sure Stewart’s diaries attest. Therefore, I reluctantly edited the very enlightening text down to ten pages and sent the revised text back to the author.

Fortunately, Stewart took my editorial cuts in good grace, with a few objections, including insisting I keep in the last sentence, which I had felt was unnecessary. 

Probably, Stewart’s Foreword to Bunji assisted in getting the manuscript accepted for publication, after a several rejections from other publishers. To further assist, I had added reviews from readers like Sister Veronica Brady and Professor Bob Tonkinson, lecturers from UWA, who had kindly agreed to read my finished text.

Despite these contributions, it was another three years before the book was eventually published by Aboriginal Studies Press and launched in Darwin and Perth in April 1994. A brief video record of the Darwin launch can be seen on Youtube. Although Stewart could not attend, his colleague, H C ‘Nugget’ Coombs, was present at the Darwin launch. Sadly, Stewart Harris died suddenly in December the same year.

Since then, the full version of Stewart Harris’s Foreword to Bunji has remained out of sight to the reading public and historians, apart from photocopies circulating and the original deposited with Stewart’s papers in the National Library. As a result, this is the first time such a valuable primary resource has been made available in digital format and hopefully as a published text.

In this publication of the Foreword, Stewart’s idiosyncratic punctuation has been kept as it was in the original, with commas where there would not usually be commas and no commas where commas more usually are used. This gives the texts a somewhat impressionistic flow of images, well suited to subjects of his notes, some of whom incidentally appear to be incorrectly named. 
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